
/Vps fe f \ lj . 

W. H. SAYERS, 
CITY TICKET AGENT 

1417 CHESTNUT ST. 
TELEPHONE EVE. 1000 

Dr* Robert £• Speer, 
Roekledge, 
Lakeville, Conn 

My dear Doctor Speer: 

Witk this I an sending you tke transportation 
in compliance with your letter, the cost is $17*46. 

I have not procrastinated in a desire to answer 
your letter during roy Illness, and I want you to know that 
the magnitude of your sweetness overwhelms me with a sense 
of gratitude difficult of expression. 

Under the mlnsitering care of one of the most 
renowned physicians in Philadelphia, I am rapidly restored 
to the full flush and vigor of life. 

May the coming Easter season provide you and Mrs. 
Speer with moments of deep exultation. 



Dr. Robert Speer 
150 Fifth Avenue 

New York 
New York. 

My dear Dr. Speer, 

I have been a long time thanking 

you for your most helpful messap^e which 
came after ray husband went to the home 
prepared for him. I am sorry to be so late 
in thanking you for your words of appreci¬ 
ation of my husband. He was indeed a great 
and good man. I have had a rare privilege 

in walking and working by his side these 
twenty-seven years. It was hard to let him 

go but I would not call him back to remain 
a prisoner in a body which would not do his 

bidfane. He is free now to work beside the 

Master whom he loved. 

I am greatly comforted by messages 

which come from, far and near expressing the 

’'indebtedness” of men and women in high 
places of influence who attribute to him 
the purposes which ba''re led them into eifective 

service. So his work is not done; it goes 
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on through the lives of those whom he has 

touched. 

Most sincerely do I hope that 

you and Mrs Speer are well and. are tind-nig 
life not too difficult in these strange 
days. Surely the way is brighter just ahead. 

Mrs Thomas Nicholson 
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REV. WM. D. NOYES, D.D. 

MISSIONARY-AT-LARGE 

PHONE JUNCTION 6331 

127 PACIFIC AVENUE 

TORONTO 9, ONTARIO 
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e A ( G law Y\ 13 , 

340 Jay, Colusa, Cal if. 

Feb. 15,'44 

Dear friend 

■thanks for your kind note of the 9th. Your reference to 

the gamer part of the letter brought back vividly the ride up the canal bank 

that lovely morning and again on into Kasganj in the evening of thr t day back 

in 1921. You may be interested to know that not long after that occasion 

I began to develop a conscience on the matter of spending- time and ener y in 

shotting and trailing game etc., specially as I went and returned from trips to 

villages. And I finally came to the place where I sold my rifle and gave up 

hunting' entirely except for a very rare trip to the canal near ^asganj to get 

a peacock for Thanksgiving station dinner. I keep a 20 bore shotgun solely for 

mad dogs and monkeys now. The latter become a pest and one can not even have a 

garden unless he keep them away by occasionally shooting': one. Jhen they stay 

away for weeks on end, coming- only to the border of the compound. 

I came to feel that for one to be carrying a rifle about with him 

as he went about among villa es inhabited mostly by Hindus, and even in more 

Mahommedan localities, was a detraction from the picture and the impress that 

one would want to make. I look back upon those years when I gave so much 

strength to the hunting part of it that some times I was taking something 

vital away from the work, with a sense of shame and regret. How wonderful that 

we are in the hands of a Ihther who forgives. 

If the speed with which others have secured passports and 

sailings is a criterion for mine it will be summer before I actually get 

away for India. But I am getting things packed up and ready to go so that 

can .jump and run if a sudden call comes, .e do not contemplate the separation 

with hilarity, and specially iry separation from Charles who is just now 15. 

But we believe it will all work out for good in God's hands. 

I am enjoying your little book, -^ive Minutes A Day. “hat 



a treasury of good things you gathered together there. 

I heard Henry Sloane Coffin the other night at Sacramento .Dealing with 

the three aspects of our home-front moral battle that must be fought and won if 

■America is to stand, he told this story under the head of Race injustice. In a 

certain city in Ohio the Highschool put on a contest for the best essay under the 

topic, What is the most suitable punishment for Hitler. It was won by'a 16 year 

old girl of dark skin who said, 1 just put a black skin on him and then turn him 

loose in certain .American communities' . 

With best regards to both of you. 

Sincere 1j, 

& . 

You my recall Jim Oxford who for so many years 

rendered superb service in Insiituto Ingles in 

Chile. He later went to Japan and developed the 

outstanding school for commercial tr ining. He 

received a special sitation from the Emperor that 

none of us ever knew about till his d.eath. He passed 

on recently down in Texas, he has a son now studying 

Japanese back at -AnnArb r , Mich, he visited them 

several times as we passed through Kobe, Japan. 



Dear friends- July 21,*44, Melbourne, Austr. 
I have just been reading a^.in your kind letter of 

Feb*.9th past in which you express the hope, that all the diffi¬ 
culties ih the way or our goihg back to India may be removed anc 
we be prospered on our way. Such is indeed proving to be the 
case. Here we are, Mildred,Charles and I, keeping house for a 
brief time in the Missionary Rest Home, just fitted out by the 
good ladies of the Church Missionary Soc. here who have taken us 
in and allowed us to be the very first to give this house a warc| 
ing. A band of 55 of us,of mixed breeds, landed here a week ago 
and will be going on in two or three weeks or as soon as a boat 
or boats can be had. We have been most generously received and 
taken care of by the good folk here in the Presbyterian Head¬ 
quarters .Opportunities for speaking are being arranged and we 
are being made to feel at home. Dan Poling is in the city anc 
speaking to large crowds most acceptably.He goes to visit our 
boys in New Guinea soon. He flew out in 55 hrs. Some going. We 

took six weeks coming via Panama. But it was a lovely trip. Now 
for India and picking up the threads again. Have your read 
C.S.lewis's,Christian Behaviour? What do you think of his word 
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J. SCOTT PARRISH 

RICHMOND FOUNDRY » MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

RICHMOND 20, VA. 

February 28, 1944. 

Mrs. Robert Speer 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

My dear Emma: 

I wish to thank you for your lovely little note of 
February 25th, and your reference to Edith has cheered 
me a great deal. 

I shall read with a great deal of pleasure the 
article you sent me, written by your daughter Marnie, 
and I rejoice with you over her getting back safely. It 
must be hard for you and Robert to keep up with your 
children, as no sooner one comes home than one or two of 
the others leave, but my prayer is that they will all 
come safely through this terrible war. 

I am enclosing you an article that appeared in 
yesterday’s Richmond Times Dispatch, "The Men Who Would 
l ot Be Rut Upon”, by Douglas S. Brown, who I believe is 
a woman, wife of a Presbyterian minister, he being pastor 
of the Third Presbyterian Church of Richmond. Please 
show this to Robert when he returns, for as I know he 
knows everything that has ever happened in Presbyterianism, 
there may be something in this article that will be of 
interest. 

With very dear love to you both, I am 

Sincerely yours. 

JSP:g 
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Geneva College 
BEAVER FALLS. PA. 

February 19, 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville 
Connecticut. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I am writing to inquire if perchance the address 

which you gave at the inauguration of the president of Zenia 

Seminary in Pittsburgh this fall has appeared in print. If so, 

and if you will tell me where I can secure it, I will very 

much appreciate your kindness. 

The part of the address which I particularly 

remember, and which I would like to quote as coming from you, 

is the passage near the close in which you used a few very 

pertinent sentences following the line of saying, "It is right, 

to do otherwise would be wrong, to - " do certain things. 

If this has not appeared in print, but you have a manuscript 

and have a secretary who could give me a copy of those few 

sentences, it would be a very great favor. I always like to 

quote you and would be particularly pleased on this occasion to 

quote those few fine sentences. 

Hoping I am not imposing on you and with every 

kind regard, I am 

President 



FWICTORY 

HEADQUARTERS 

FORT BELVOIR, VIRGINIA 

OFFICE OF THE POST CHAPLAIN 

3 October 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Ever since I came into possession of your book 
"Five Minutes a Day”, I have wanted to write you expressing 
my appreciation of the little,but exceedingly rich volume. 
I recall a conversation in wnich you mention the fact that 
you were preparing the book. 

Yesterday the chaplains of the District had an 
inspiring day of Retreat at the Washington Cathedral. The 
morning session was held in the Bethlehem Chapel, which 
contains the crypt of the great President of the last war, 
Woodrow Wilson. Dr. Bader was Chairman of the meeting and 
presented the speakers: Bishop Dun, Dr. Bonnell and Dr. John 
R. Mott. Dr. Mott was an inspiration to us all. His mind 
is vigorous and his heart as warm as ever. He mentioned the 
fact that yesterday1 s Retreat was the 14th in which he had 
recently participated. In the course of his address he spoke 
very appreciatively of you. He referred to a great verse 
from Isaiah, 26*9 "For when Thy judgments are in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness". He 
gave it as his opinion that God's judgnents are working in 
the world today. In my notes covering Dr. Mott's address, 
I find this sentence: "The love of Christ empowers us to 
love the unlovable”. 

I am enjoying the Chaplaincy more than ever. I re¬ 
call Mrs. Speer's words when I entered the Service to the 
effect that the Chaplaincy would prove to be an "enlarging 
experience”. It has been so. 

Mrs. Pearman and Nancy moved to Alexandria about three 
weeks ago and are comfortably situated in a little house on 
the outskirts of the city. Mrs. Pearman began her work as director 
of religious education at the Georgetown Presbyterian Church 
last Sunday. Nancy will enter Pembroke College on November 1st. 

Please give my good wishes to Mrs. Speer and all of 

your dear ones. 

yours, 

EARL 0. PEftRMAN. 
Chaplain CCapt.; U.S.A. 





Leslie T. Pennington 

minister 

ft (? y\ Y\ i C 

The First Parish in Cambridge 

The First Church (Unitarian) 

3 Church Street 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

January 4, 1944 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I send herewith a little booklet of 
Lenten readings, "The Disciplines of Freedom," 
which I prepared this summer, and which I 
might well have dedicated to my associates in 
the Church Peace Union. For they have taught 
me to think and work beyond sectarianism in 
terms of the broadest, deepest and most 
inclusive principles of our common Judeo- 
Christian faith, in which we need now, so 
deeply, to be gathered in uniting power. I 
send this booklet in gratitude for the fel¬ 
lowship I have enjoyed with you in the work 
of the Union. 

You may be interested in the enclosed 
testimonials from Dr. Fosdick, Dr. Niebuhr, 
Dean Trueblood and Dr. Eastman, and to know 
that 35,000 copies have been ordered by the 
Army and Navy Department of the Y.M.C.A. and 
the Y.W.C.A. for service men and women, and 
students of many different denominations. 

With every good wish for the New 
Year, 

Sincerely yours, 

LTP:fp 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
"Rockledge" 
Lakeville, Connecticut 



F. S. MOSELEY & CO. 

BOSTON 

Confidential 
September 26, 1946 

Rev. Robert E. Speer, D.D. . 
"Rockledge" 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

In order that each Trustee may be fully informed, 
I am enclosing herewith copies of two very confidential letters. 

Dr. Park’s marital troubles have been with him for 
quite some time. No third person is involved on either side, 
and there is no question of moral turpitude. Those of us 
who are familiar with the situation feel that it is princi¬ 
pally due to a neurotic state of mind on the part of Mrs. Park. 
At any rate, she is calmly walking out on her husband this week 

and taking the children with her. 

The Trustees approached have indicated their full 

approval of the action taken by the Executive Committee. 
This action, by the way, was taken in executive session and 
no entry will be made on the records. Furthermore, unless 
some Trustee or Trustees insist, no mention of the matter 
will be made at the Trustees* meeting next week. 

The Committee’s action was based on two compelling 

considerations: (1) Dr. Park has been, and still is, a fine 
administrator; we could not hope to get a better one. (2) If 
we should accept his resignation at this time it would tend to 
increase, rather than decrease, any odium which may redound to 
the Schools. The natural assumption would then be that the 
resignation had been forced and that the situation was much 

worse than it actually is. 

I very much hope you will feel, everything considered 
that the Executive Committee has acted in the best interests of 

the Schools. 

Sincerely yours, 

Chairman, Executive Committee 

AP:MFL 

Enclosures 



Office of the President 
The Northfield Schools 

East Northfield, Massachusetts 

September 23, 1946. 

Mr. Arthur Perry 
50 Congress Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Perrys 

In view of my domestic situation which we have discussed 
fully, it seems to me only fair that you should have my resignation 
as President of the Northfield schools. I need not till you how 
much I have enjoyed ray work during the past six years, but I would 
not want to continue if the Exec\xtive Committee feel that it would 
have harmful results. Therefore I want you to present ray resigna¬ 
tion to the Executive Committee. If they accept it, I shall be 
willing to relinquish ray duties immediately. If, however, they 
feel that it is to the best interests of the Northfield Schools for 
me to remain, I shall be willing to do that. This would be most 
difficult for me and I could not promise how long it would be possible 
for me to continue. I can only say now that I should do ray best to 
carry on, understanding that the Trustees would have a perfect right 
to ask me to leave at any time. 

I sincerely hooe that the decision of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee will be based entirely on whet is best for the Northfield 
Schools. I can honestly say that for almost two years I have done 
everything in my power to avert this tragedy, I regret exceedingly 
that my efforts have been to so little avail. 

May I say how much I have appreciated your help and friend¬ 
ship. Please express to the members of the Executive Committee my 
deepest thanks for all they have done during the time I have been 
in Northfield to make my work so enjoyable. I am sure they will un¬ 
derstand how deep is ray sorrow to think that I have been the cause 
of a situation which can only have harmful effects on the work I 
liked so much. 

I pray that God will guide you and the members of the 
Committee in reaching the right decision. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sgd.) William I. Park 

President 



Confidential 50 Congress Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 

September 25, 1946 

Dear Bill: 

Your letter of September 23rd, in which you tender your 
resignation as President of The Northfield Schools because of your 
domestic situation, has been received and read to the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Trustees, 

Unfortunately, nothing can prevent your suffering, and, 
perhaps, some harm to the Schools. Of this the Committee is fully 
aware and is especially mindful that the tragedy falls heaviest on 
you. However, the Executive Committee is happy because of your 
expressed willingness to remain - provided it seems to the Committee 
for the bast interests of The Northfield Schools. The Executive 
Committee and the heads of the two schools ar© unanimously and very 
definitely of the opinion that your continued tenure of office is 
ior the best interests of the schools, and we are therefore asking 
you to carry on with as much courage and enthusiasm as your strength 
will permit. In this undertaking you will have our wholehearted' 
support and sympathetic understanding. 

Even in this formal reply to your letter, 1 cannot re¬ 
frain from saying how fond. I am of you and how sorry that this 
grievous trouble should be visited upon you. 

Affectionately yours, 

Chairman, Executive Committee 

APJMEL 

William E. Park, President 
The Northfield Schools 

East Northfield, Massachusetts 



THE NORTHETELD SCHOOLS 

Present at the executive session of the 

Executive Committee: 

Mrs. Horton 

Mr. Grandin 

Mr. Grandin, Jr. 

Mr. Curtis 

Dr. Smith 

Dr. Thorndike 

Mr. Perry 

Mr. Sunderland (by proxy) 

Miss Wilson, as guest 

Mr. Rubendall, as guest 

September 24, 1946 



JAM ES H. PERSHING 

EQUITABLE SUILDINO 

DENVER, COLORADO 
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Webtside Presbyterian Church 

Pulaski Avenue below School Lane 

Germantown, Philadelphia 

October 13, 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Speer; 

I regret exceedingly that I did not have 
opportunity to bid you farewell on Tuesday evening 
and to express to you ray very great appreciation of 
the deeply spiritual sermon whioh you preached at 
the Installation Service. I was expecting that you 
would be spending the night here at the Delmar-Morris 
and that I should have the opportunity to visit 
with you on Wednesday morning. 

All of us Kere were greatly thrilled by 
your message on Tuesday evening. I do not know 
how you could have given better emphasis to that 
which needs so strongly to be urged upon us all. 
I do hope that ray ministry here may follow along 
the lines which you have outlined so clearly. 

Mrs. Peters Joins me in extending to you 
our warmest personal greeting. I do hope that we 
may see you again in the not-too-far-distant 
future. In the meantime, again let me thank you 
deeply for all that you have done to make ray 
ministry here at Westslde successful. 

Ever sincerely yours, 



MISS LOUISE PHILIPS 

3729 Woodland 

KANSAS CITY. MO 
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MISS LOUISE PHILIPS 

3729 WOODLAND 

KANSAS CITY. MO. 
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MISS LOUISE PHILIPS 

3729 Woodland 

KANSAS CITY. MO 
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MISS LOUISE PHILIPS 

3729 WOODLAND 

KANSAS CITY, MO. 
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We do rejoice because of God's protection over us on such a long 
journey. Several Incidents occurred that allowed us definite Father's 
care. one was the occasion of a narrow escape from a very serious 
automobile accident on a steep, mountainous road. We are also happy 
over the letters that we received at the end of the journey forwarded 
to us by our American headquarters. We had heard other missionaries 
say that people in the homeland forget one after he leaves for the 
field, but we are so glad that this has not happened yet. 

We like our work very much and these are happy days for us. ’We will 
be very busy but will always be glad to hear from you. 

May God bless you. 

Yours sincerely. 

The Goodmans 

San Francisco, LaUnion 
Philippine Islands 

Dear friends: 

Last Saturday, September 22, on our way to Magaan with three of the 
Bible Institute students, several letters were handed to me just at 
the gate of the barrio (village). Two came from Davao and Catabato 
from our parents and Brother Ludy. First letters I have received 
from them since the breaking of the war. We thanked the Lord for 
sparing their lives. 

One of the letters was from the missionary office addressed to 
Brother Bolayog. As we are so anxious to hear any news from you, 
as children are to hear from their father, I came back to the par¬ 
sonage and shouted to Mrs. Bolayog, "letters, letters from Brother 
Thomas 

Because Brother Bolayog is not here but is in Ban Fernando we opened 
your letter and tc our joy we are blessed to see a check amounting 
to $500.50 or 1001.00 pesos which Is ju st In time in days of our 
need. We thank you. Brother Thomas, together with all the brethren 
there because of their love to us through our Lord Jesus. I said to 
the Lord, "I know Lord that this money sent to us came from poor 
Christian Pilgrims. Lord, let me be also faithful to my trust to 
Thee, and Lord guide me to spend my 90*00 pesos wisely so that it 
will be all for Thy work according to our need as Thy' servant." 

I remember the story of the ten lepers healed by Jesus, only one 
came back and gave thanks to Kim* Lest I forget, I am thanking-you 
now before any of my co-workers who has also a part of the funds' 
you sent us. 

Brother Thomas, I want you also to please remember Sister Ganibe, 
my wife, who is not well. Pray that the Lord will touch her and I 
shall not be tied to go anywhere the Lord calls me. after the In¬ 
stitute here in San Francisco, I am going to help my brother Rufino 
in the revival in Canaan, and after that we will gc tc Siclong to 
open a work near Bongabong. Pray for us that God will give us souls 
for Jesus ready for Heaven. I know the Lord Is coming soon. The 
tribulation shall soon come, but thanks be to God for "Christ will 
come first and come very soon before the day of tribulation. 

We plan for an annual convention on the last week of March, 1946 if 
the Lord tarries. We shall have it held in Sayton way to Bagnio in 
the town of Rosario. 

We are hoping that missionaries from the United States will be pre¬ 
sent at that convention. 

Yours for Christ, 

Isidoro Ganibe, Chairman 
Institute Committee 
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Board of National Missions 

of the Presbyterian Church in the 

United States of America ^ /; 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
ft 

/ 

u i 

~T7 , , , 

3 (Ag (Vl&ft j 
Dear Miss Philips: t> , , 

March 1 , ]9h7 

(n - v /r_ 

S v >"'T! , 
v f iS* ^ 

r,/* 

Due to the tremendous need of our Mission Fields 
throughout America, General Assembly has authorized 
this letter, ft . 

We are asking the smallest possible gift, only 

$1.00, or more. 
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"The LORD is a man of war; The LORD 
is His name.” (Ex. 15:3.) 

He is longsuffering, but when the iniquity 
of the Canaanites is full, He orders, by Joshua, 
their destruction; and when Israel sins until ,> 
there is no remedy, He has the heathen take her \v 
into captivity for 70 years. 

And this is a time of major divine house- (J 
cleaning. In all the Orient He is going for 
paganism and idolatry. And every blow that 
idolatrous Japan hurls on idolatrous China 
returns in poverty, disintegration and death on 
her own head. ) 

ft 

But Rome is His main objective of destruc¬ 
tion ! 

Italy, the seat of the papal See, was the first ^ 
to be called; and in her barren conquest of 
Ethiopia, she was drained of men and money. 
Spain, a nursing mother to Rome, was next £ 
called, and was devastated by her civil war. 

Next came Austria, one of Rome’s titulary 
strongholds, now subjugated. Poland, Catholic^ 
about to the core, is ruined. Belgium, Rome’s \ 
literary capital, is overrun and despoiled. France, 
largely Catholic, is dismembered and under for- * 
eign dominance. 

Germany’s million Catholics are being led 
to the slaughter under the iron heel of Hitler. 

i 

Other nations, also badly infested with Rome’s 
virus, are feeling the lighting down of His sore 
displeasure—and we are not being exempted 
even now with our heavy debt and depression— 
and these war preparations, disrupting our civil 
life. <7/- e+t'ts’ JL% 

/-KV'CA- ^ . 

But true and righteous are His judgments.7 

A 



CADMAN PLAZA • BROOKLYN I, N. Y. 

April 25, 1947 OFFICE of the editor 

Miss Louise Philips 
5729 iftooalund 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Dear Miss Philips: 

I am indeed grateful to you for sending me 
the pamphlets and clippings, Kfhat you are 
doing in your crusade against drinking is 
to be commended. 

Lr. Speer is a fine man and I am glad to 
| know that you are receiving The Tribune 
| through him. I ain publishing an article 
\ about him in an early edition. 

Qr 

L 
5 r 

\ 

fcAAAJU 
It, is gratifying to know that you are such 
an enthusiastic reader of The Tribune and I 
thank you for your kind words about it. / 
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Our <.ulet Day, December 21$ 1946* 

iflvo of us met at Samuel Zwemorfa apartment on Saturday, 

December 21, for a very helpful and enjoyable time of fellowship 

and grayer, in addition to Zwemer there were Rob* Speer, Sam Cavert, 

Jesse *ilson and myself. e hoped that all of the others could come 

but John Mott had just returned from Oslo where he received the Nobel 

Peace Prize and ?as obliged to leave for Florida on December 20th, 

Friday because of Ms wife1® illness. Some of the group saw him on 

Thursday evening at the Testimonial Dinner in New York, and I talked 

with him before he left for 'larida. he deeply regretted his in¬ 

ability to meet with us, 

John Mackay fully expected to be present but sent a telegram pay¬ 

ing, "Unexpected circumstances prevent me leaving Princeton today 

for the meeting 1 looked forward to more than any other this year* 

Loving greetings to you both and the other beloved friends.u '< o 

missed him keenly and had hoped to hear some of his personal im¬ 

pressions gathered on his trip to Latin America last summer. 

Fay Campbell expected to be present but telegraphed on Saturday 

to say that h© was unavoidable detained in Philadelphia* 

Kenneth Latourett© was prevented from reserving December 21st 

for our Get-together as he had a long-standing engagement in Pitts¬ 

burg for that day, a letter fr^m him said, "I cannot tell you 

how disappointed I am and how much I feel the need of the physical 

fellowship, o hyJfy s iritual fellowship continually and for that 

1 r.m grateful, 

rrs, treaer, ns usual, provided a leltgi tfdl .luncheon for us 

and graced the occasion with her cheering presence. 

The resting wa. opened by T>1 L. Pierson with the reading'of a 

part of the fth chap er of I These, nnd a consideration of whnt the 

apostle Paul had to say about "ambition.” There followed a circle 

of prayer, remembering especially the absent ones and seeking the 



ur iiulot Day, December 21, 1946# 

consciousness of Cod's Presence with us on our'^ulot Day.” 

Hob. Speer atartod off by telling of his health and happiness 

and opportunity for service during the past year. He has token part 

in nbout oO different conferences and preaching services in different 

p.u to of the country, and has preached on an average of over twice 

week* is book of daily devotions, “Five inufces a Day? has now 

reached a circulation of over 60,000 copies, and the recent book. 

"Josua andean Problems," has already had ft very encouraging cir¬ 

culation although it was refused by the Westminister Press. He has 

several other books in mind, including studios in the 2nd ip. to mnothy, 

and is preparing a pamphlet for the Post-Lenten Season on the Holy 

opirit. Last year he g ve a series of addresses at the Princeton In¬ 

stitute of Theology and plans to give another at the coming one in 

«/uly, 194 . he members of our Group disagreed emphatically with dob 

on his determination not to have an biography of himself written by 

anyone, especially not an autobiography, he also emphasized emphat¬ 

ically the fact that life, spiritual life, is supremely important to 

Insure ■ fruitful life-service rather than organization. 

Srsm Cavert, who has been In Europe about half of the past 16 

months, gave a very interesting report on the situation there, especially 

regarding the spiritual life of the churches in Huron©. xhe picture 

was rather depressing, but there are some encouraging elements especially 

in the spiritual personality and Influence f certain Christian lenders. 

The orid Council of Churches is unable to function at present but 

many of the lYangellcals or© working together to r onote its purpmss. 

In Germany and Central Europe the suffering will be very great 

in spite of help being given by American, British and other Christians. 

Plans are being, made to hold the mooting in the interest of Council 

6*^1 Churches in Holland, in 1948# 

Pastor Hiemuller, who has come to America with his wife to atend 

the American C uncil of Churches meeting In Oregon, will b© here util 
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February nnd Is speaking In different cities on route ant. Ee plans 

to be In N,Y. C* about January 20th. 

The German Youth, according to Cavort, are divided into 3 classes! 

(1) Those who are discouraged and inclined to be hopeless regarding 

any groat im rovoment in the future# (2)# ihoso T'ho are inclined 

to think the recent defeat of Nazis Is only temporary and v/ho are 

biding their time hoping to make another effort to gain their ends 

as soon as possible* (3) A smaller gourp of Evangelicals see the 

failure of the Nazi program was due to its godiesenses and believe 

the only hope for the future lies in Christ and in carrying on In his 

spirit* 

San Zvamer told of Ms joy In Ms home, his children and 

13 grandchildren* He has been -reaching and teaching regularly dur¬ 

ing the oast ye? r, including 2 hours a week for the C. and ?: * i* strain 

inn rSchool at Eyaek There he has large classes, and once a week at 
r Jl 

Biblb^eirf also boon teaching Mae Ions and Compr.nfclvo 

Religions* He has continued to edit "The ttislem ■ or Id" but plans 

t retire ns editor sometime in 194 * The Quarterly will probably 

then bo published at Hartford Seminary ith a slight change in the 

name to “The Muslim ■ orld*“ 3am has published a 4th edition of a 

book on^V' —oil an and a nor book culled "F irn to the Pro phots, " 

relating to Hohammedaus* 4 third volume in his trilogy relating to 

Christ Is just coming from the Press and is called, “Th© Glory of the 

&apty Tomb," following “The Glory of the Manger" and 'The Glory of 

the Gross, ! 

J ease ilson told about Ms many sided, far-rechlng work in 

connection with the B pt* For. 'Kiss* Gociety during the past year, 

especially emphasizing the progress of the Bapt. controvorsey and 

of the orld Men ionary Crusade, 

John Mott, over the telephone, especially asked the prayers 



1946. 

4. 

Our .iul -t Day, December 21, 

of the group for guidance in hie reply to the Invitation from Germany 

to go there next June, also an to the advisability of hie undertaking 

florae conferences In connection with the Greek Orth. Church in Hussia, 

Greece and elsewhere, Eefa been asked to go to Turkey and North JCfrioa 

as well. He la planning to return from Florida about January 20th 

and a lit lo later to go for meetings to Southwestern U. 3. Ho also 

asks for prayer regarding the International Missionary Conference to 

be held in Canada next July, w© will want to remember to pray for Mrs. 

Kott’a heclth., 

Delevan Pierson reported on the many happy and encouraging things 

connected with his life in Fontciair in the homo and church; he asked 

prayer especially for hi® di&aA of boys and for ftfaft Jfersnj 

League, 

It has be©*' fry n number of friends that the scotches 

vongelist® published in tho Sunday School Times 

and eisewhere bo collected in a book. 

\t a luncheon table we discus sod again very fruitfully book® road 

during the past year, .Clio most ox ©naive reading seen® to have been 

done b, lob 3 eer and Sam Zwemer. Hob Speer has read SOhiog. (although 
/ 

he did not seem to approve of tills t, po of literature!) nnd about 30 

detective stories. 

After another circle of prayer and a vote of thanks to our hestoas 

v-0 adjo&rned at about 3s 15. 
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PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY 

September 25,1944 

Dear Dr. Speer, 

please find herewith enclosed my article on the Faith 

and ^ife Seminars, for which you asked me in your letter of °une 30. 

I regret very much that I was not able to let you have it at an earlier 

date,but I was on the run all the time .1 don’t know whether the way 

I wrote the article is as you wanted it. I tried to be as personal as 

possible.But please feel free to make any<^hanges in the ms. you deem 

good or re cessary.There were a few more points that came to my mind, 

but I did not want to go too much into details. 

With kindest regards 

Cordially yours 

Otto A.Piper 
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PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY 

January 27,1945 

Dear Dr. Speer, 

I was deeply moved ,when I received your sympathetic 

letter of the 23. You had to bear a loss in your life ,vh ich in 

many respects was more terrible than the one we sustained,and the 

way you took it has meant so much to those of us ,\rwho|cnew of 

the tragedy.lt is a wonderful experience for us in these days to 

realized that God offers ^.ree-1 comfort to us,a comfort that gives 

us a right to feel the full weight of our loss,and yet not to 

despair. It is a time of trial,but we are thankful that God has 

graciously granted us strength.We know how much we owe to the 

prayers of friends like you that the burden has not bemme un¬ 

bearable. 

I was glad to learn the other day from Dr, mackay that 

you are making good progress after your operation,and we hope and 

pray that the day may not be so far,when we11.1 have the privilege 

of seeing you again here on the campus. 

Affectionately yours 

Otto A.Piper 



Christian 
HERALD 
association 

419 FOURTH A^B. 

OFFICE OF THE EDITOR 

September 28, 1944 

Dr. Robert E. Spear 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, Hew York 

c/0 Presbyterian Board, of Foreign Missions 

My dear Roberti- 

I enclose herewith a copy of CHRISTIAN HERALD 

folded back to rtDaily Meditations". 

Would you consider favorably our invitation to 

write this department for us through 1945 - twelve issues? The 
modest honorarium that we have paid is $50 for each issue, or 
$600 for the year. Would such an amount be satisfactoxy to you? 

I shall be very, very happy if you write and 

tell roe ••yes". 

Sincerely and affectionately 

Your friend 

j 

Da? * cl gw 

Enel. 
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John R. Mott, Chairman 

New York 

A. Koechlin, Vice Chairman 

Basle, Switzerland 

Tracy Strong, General Secretary 

New York 

Associate General Secretaries 

WAR PRISONERS’ AID „f «l,e YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
under the auspices of the 

WORLD’S COMMITTEE of tke YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

April 2l±, I9U1- 
Address Reply to 

Room 260 Library of Congress Annex 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Robert: 

After a visit which Mrs. Porter and I made with Christina 
Irvins I wrote her again about a memorial for George. I sug-^ 
gested that she send you my letter and if you and she approvea 
I would take over the compiling of such a book. She has written 
me* but she makes no reference to your present judgment. It 
would be impossible to do this without your help, especially 
vou would need to write the last section dealing with his work 
with the Board of Education. I would not be able to give more 
than general planning time to it before late summer. Before 
that I could help Archie MacLeod (now in California) get startec 
on the boyhood (and perhaps McGill) chapter (?); also I shall 
have a chance in May to meet in Montreal his (George s) brother 
and some men who worked with him during his McGill li e. 

Some favor a life of less than 200 pages, perhaps 150, 
designed especially to interest lawyers. 

Please write me your present thought about the whole matter. 

Mrs. Porter, who is with me here in Washington in the inter¬ 
esting work for War Prisoners, joins me in best regards to you 

and Mrs. Speer. 

Always yours 

ALGIERS, ALGERIA 
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John R. Mott, Chairman 
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A. Koechlin, Vice Chairman 

Basle, Switzerland 
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Associate General Secretaries 

D. A. Davis, New York Henri Johannot, Geneva 

WAR PRISONERS’ AID „r ,U YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
under the auspices of the 

WORLD’S COMMITTEE of the YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

May 25, 19^4 
Address Reply to 

Room 260 Library of Congress Annex 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Robert: 

I am not sure that I answered adequately your recent 
letter. I am glad you approve of the general plan arrived 
at for a memorial for George Irving. As I wrote you, we 
shall have to depend upon your help in this matter, especi¬ 
ally for the last period when he made such a great contribu¬ 
tion to the Church. Quite likely you may want to begin 
working on the matter,- perhaps before some of the rest of us 
can do much about it. 

In July I am having a talk in Canada with Mott Studer 
and some of the men who knew George at McGill. What would 
you think of the proposal of a book of 150 to 225 pages,- 
that is something"which would not be discouraging to a layman 
or the rank and file of preachers. 

Always yours, 

ALGIERS, ALGERIA 
Darel Koudia, Paro Gatlif 

S. MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 
City Road and Sturt St. 

TORONTO. CANADA 
21 Dundas Square 
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PARIS, FRANCE 
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NATIONAL OFFICES 

BERLIN, GERMANY 
34 Wilhelmstrasse 

CALCUTTA, INDIA 
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KINGSTON, JAMAICA 
76 Hanover St. 

TOKYO, JAPAN 
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NAIROBI, KENYA 
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Tracy Strong, General Secretary 
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WAR PRISONERS’ AID d ,U YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
under the auspices of the 

WORLD’S COMMITTEE of ike YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

August 15, 19 Wk 
Address Reply to 

Room 260 Library of Congress Annex 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
’’Rockledge" 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Robert; 

Thanks for your card and the assurance of your prompt 

completion of the chapter about George Irving’s work. 

There has been considerable summer correspondence con¬ 

cerning the matter. We have been expecting to have a small 

group of Montreal and near Montreal people together for a talk 

next Monday. However, it now seems that this may have to be 

postponed. This group includes Mott, Studer, William Birks, 

George’s brother Gordon, Murray Brooks, and perhaps Fay Campbell. 

There was a possibility, which I have regretfully abandoned, that 

Angus MacLeod could be there. 

Sincerely yours 

NATIONAL OFFICES 

21 Dundas Square 

CHUNGKING, CHINA 
38 Chung Hsueh Chieh 

DUTCH GUIANA served by 
GEORGETOWN, BR. GUIANA 

City Road and Sturt St. 

TORONTO, CANADA 

Darel Koudia, Paro Gatlif 

S. MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 

ALGIERS, ALGERIA CAIRO, EGYPT 
Sharia Ibrahim Pasha 60 

LONDON, ENGLAND 
4 Great Russell Street 

HELSINKI, FINLAND 
Vuorikatu 17 

PARIS, FRANCE 
29 Rue St. Didier 

76 Hanover St. 

TOKYO, JAPAN 

BERLIN, GERMANY 
34 Wilhelmstrasse 

CALCUTTA, INDIA 
5 Russell Street 

KINGSTON, JAMAICA 

Swedish Legation 

NAIROBI, KENYA 
c/o Barclay's Bank 

MEXICO CITY, MEXICO 
6A Calle de Balderas 79 

WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND 
114 The Terrace 

JERUSALEM, PALESTINE 
P. O. Box 294 

JOHANNESBURG, S. AFRICA 
P. O. Box 1001 

STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN 
Biblioteksgatan 29 

PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD 
Bishop's High School 

MONTEVIDEO, URUGUAY 
Colonia 1084 

NEW YORK, N.Y., U. S. A. 
347 Madison Avenue 

War Prisoners' Aid is a participant in the National War Fund, Inc. 



John R. Mott, Chairman 

New York 
A. Koechlin, Vice Chairman 

Basle, Switzerland 
Tracy Strong, General Secretary 

New York 

| IDrx V I d- 

Asrociate General Secretaries 

D. A. Davis, New York Henri Johannot, Geneva 

WAR PRISONERS’ AID of iL YOUNG ATEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
under the auspices of the 

WORLD’S COMMITTEE of tie YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

September 29, 19I4J4. 

Address Reply to 

Room 260 Library of Congress Annex 

Dr. Robert E. Speer Washington 25, D. C. 

Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Robert: 

Thank you for sending me Cairns’ letter. This will be 
useful in so far as we are able to make a proper interpreta¬ 
tion thereof. 

Mrs. Porter and I spent Sunday with Christina Irving. 
It -was good to have her help in looking over a number of George’s 
papers and letters. I should like your comments on the proposed 
division of labor. This, in addition to your own section, now 
would seem to be as follows: 

MacLeod (with help from Brooks, Tees, Dr, Coxe, Birks, 
and one of George’s brothers) will write about Boyhood and McGill 
days. 

Dr, Mott (with help of Paterson, Mrs. Turner, Henry Keith, 
William McCulloch, Fay Campbell, William Miller, etc.) will write 
about his Missionary interests and work. 

William Hutchins (with help of Studer, Dix, etc.) Spiritual 
Emphasis Conferences and their contributions to the Y.M.C.A. 

Perhaps I can write a section on George's experience after 
Saranac Lake, in the Church and Student Y.M.C.A. I have the help 
of Gale Seaman, Dad Elliott, Murray Brooks, Sam Cavert. 

In addition, it seems to me it might be well to have a 
short opening chapter along the line of - "As We Knew Him", a 
personal and general Introductory and appreciative statement. 

Please let me hear from you. 
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Dr. Robert E. Speer Sept. 29, 191*4 

P. S. Yours at hand regarding Piper’s statement. I shall be 
glad to see it unless you wish to incorporate it in your 

own statement. Regarding your own statement, I should recommend 
that you have it typed there, if a typist is accessible. I should, 
however, insist on paying the bill. 

Do you know Edward Woods’ address'? I believe he is now a 
Bishop. He and George saw a great deal of each other the year 
George spent at Cambridge. 

% 

D.R.P. 



John R. Mott, Chairman 
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WAR PRISONERS’ AID „l'A. YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
under the auspices of the 

Y\ WORLD’S COMMITTEE of tke YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

October 21, 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Robert: 

I am sending back to you your statement for the Irving 
book. It is first class and might well be longer rather than 
shorter. If our hasty estimate of if.,000 words is dependable, 
this might occupy fifteen or sixteen pages. I would suggest, 
therefore, that you do not hesitate to enlarge it somewhat. 

How do you think we should use Pifer’s paper? Much of it 
would be less useful in such a book to perpetuage George’s message 
than in a manual of instructions, telling how he managed the 
Seminars. One answer to that question would be to quote certain 
relevant sections in different chapters. Would you, for example, 
be inclined to quote a point such as 

"difficulties which beset such a work had to be 
overcome...." or when a speaker was talking over 
their heads".... or "he believed in the theology 
of the hymn book more than that of the catechism".... 
or "meetings planned long in advance". 

It is fine that you elicited Cairns’ statements. These will 
help. I expect usable contributions too from Charles Paterson 
from Calcutta, William Miller, and others who were influenced by 
George. 

1944 
Address Reply to 

Room 260 Library of Congress Annex 

Washington 25, D. C. 

You will be glad to know that William Hutchins has agreed to 
prepare the chapter on the period in the YMCA when George directed 
the series of Spiritual Emphasis Conferences. Studer, Dix and 
others will help him. He writes; 

"Your two pamphlets (i.e. Conference Reports) bring 
back the story.... Can you get me all the other 
reports? I have been fascinated as "1 have re-read 
this material and recall the almost terrific inter¬ 
est George took in the problems which the Conferences 
sought to take... I agree at once to write the 
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Dr. Robert E. Speer -2- October 21, Ijbb- 

chapter, If you will send me such further material...* 
Pie adds that the long trip to the coast and 

Rocky Mountain States throughout November and December 
makes February 1st his first possible date for completed 
material. 

The February 1st date, suggested by Hutchins, we should 
I suppose accept as the deadline. I had hoped this might be 
not later than January 1st. 

One question came to my mind as I read your first two 
pages. Would it not be well to Include some reference to the 
preparations on the part of George as well as the preparations 
and plans in the Church? You will recall the series of Confer¬ 
ences and the use of various Church leaders to stabilize the YMCA 
religious work. The pamphlet "Experiences in Witnessing for Christ" 
was brought out in one or tw^o editions during this period. Some 
of the methods of the Church Conferences he tried out then, I think. 

MacLeod has sent a '•’’raft of his chapter which Christina 
Irving now has. I shall spend another evening with her soon. 

Always sincerely yours, 

David R. Porter 

Enclosures 
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WAR PRISONERS’ AID „f .l,e YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
under the auspices of the 

^ / WORLD’S COMMITTEE of tke YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

February l6, I9I1.5 

Address Reply to 

Room 260 Library of Congress Annex 

Dr« Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Robert: 

I am sending to you for your information and possible 
revision the enclosed chapter proposed for the book. Dr. 
Hutchins is anxious to have suggestions for improvement, 
especially on points like these: 

"Do I reasonably cover the period I929-I935? 

Do I omit any essential facts? 

Is the material too heavy and colorless*? Do I 
use too many quotations? Those which I have 
used have seemed to me relevant. The quota¬ 
tions from George's addresses seem to me 
relevant and so characteristic as to be almost 
essential. 

I have felt that the material, somewhat condensed, 
of the two parts of the Report of the Commission 
on Message and Purpose, "belong”, as they are of 
the very essence of Irving's convictions. Do 
you agree? 

Would you like me to reconstruct the whole thing, 
to omit or include material, to change the tone 
of anything? You will find me teachable. 
This is the sort of thing I have never attempted." 

I hope this finds you quite yourself again. Countless 
friends have thought of you sympathetically and prayerfully 
in recent months. 

I had hoped we could get the material for this book in 
shape by February 1st. That has not been possible, so I now 
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Dr. Robert E. Speer -2- February l6, 19^5 

aim toward March 1st. We must try to have it available for the 
summer conferences and schools. 

Sincerely yours, 

David R. Porter 

Enclosure 

I 



John R. Mott, Chairman 

New York 
A. Koechlin, Vice Chairman 

Basle, Switzerland 
Tracy Strong, General Secretary 
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WAR PRISONERS’ AID of d,e YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
under the auspice* of the 

WORLD’S COMMITTEE of tl,e YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

March 21, I9I4.5 

Address Reply to 

Room 260 Library of Congress Annex 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Robert: 

Your letter reached me promptly together with the revised 
copy of your chapter. We have copied it carefully, keeping the 
original here. You will note in the margin a few points of 
either question or proposed revision. These are all very minor 
points. 

I have had the chance to see Will Hutchins in New York* he 
accepts your suggestions readily and will have a considerably 
revised copy shortly. MacLeod's chapter is good although it 
doesn't wholly please Christina, and I must spend an afternoon 
with her soon in order to revise it. Nearly all the material 
is now at hand. One very important contribution - that from 
Charles Paterson of Calcutta is on the way - airmail but delayed. 
I have a cable from him regarding it. I am planning to use the 
statements by Prof. Piper and David Cairns and also a few other 
noteworthy comments, e.g. a brief but very good one from Edward 
Woods, now Bishop of Litchfield; also from certain Canadian 
friends. 

Mrs. Porter and I went back to Hermon for the Sunday before 
Christmas. There had been few faculty changes since I left. 
I was much pleased with the spirit of the School and the wav 
Howard Rubendall has made a very good beginning. 3 ~k 

I hope you are now quite yourself again. Please share 
my best wishes with Mrs. Speer. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosure 
David R. Porter 
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GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

30 Maroh 1946 
Address Reply to 

Room 260 Library of Congress Annex 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dr* Robert E. Spoor 
Rookledge 
Iv&keville, Connecticut 

Dear Robert, 

Thanks for your letter of 24 March and the enclosure of your 
revised article* I now have Paterson*s article from Calcutta* I hope we can 
push forward vigorously now with publication* I have conferred about publica¬ 
tion with both the Westminster and Association presses* The former does not 
feel inclined to undertake it* As most of George*s years were in the YMCA, 
it may be as well to have Association Press publish it* Please let me know if 
you have any convictions in this matter* 

I am planning to use the Piper statement* The contents now 
look something like the enclosed* I shall be glad to have any suggestions* 

Always sinoerely yours. 
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vy WAR PRISONERS’ AID „f ,!« YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
under the auspices of the 

WORLD’S COMMITTEE of the YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

September 12, 19^-5 
Address Reply to 

Room 260 Library of Congress Annex 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville 

Connecticut 

Dear Robert: 

I am sending you herewith the galley-proof of the book 
about George Irving and his work. I should be very glad indeed 
if you would care to scan it all. I should especially like to 
have you comment upon my own sections. 

I believe you and Mrs. Irving have had some correspondence 
concerning one part of your own paper. For a reason similar to 
the one she mentioned to you, she desires to have the first two 
paragraphs of Piper’s article left out. I assume there will be 
no difficulty .in this, although it may be that you will think 
one of us should write Piper. 

Please give me your approval or revision of the brief 
word regarding you which, at the suggestion of the publishers, 
I am inserting with the names of all other contributors in the 
front of the book. 

I am sorry that the printers had some labor troubles and, 
consequently, there is more delay than I had expected. 

We could get the book out for $1.25 or even for $1.00 
if it were possible either to raise a few hundred dollars sub¬ 
sidy or secure promises from a number to buy a sufficient supply 
of the books. Have you any suggestions about that? Mrs. Irving 
thought that there might be a few friends of George and of the 
Board who might take shares in one of these ways, e.g. Horace 
Coleman. I have been encouraged by some of my own efforts in 
this direction. For example,- Dr. Studer will use at least a 
hundred copies. 

With best wishes to you and Mrs. Speer 

Sincerely yours 

P.S. Though I am in N^Sfcl^'mcE^ most of tiie time> the copy 
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Dr. Robert E. Speer -2- September 12, 19^5 

should be sent back to me C/o War Prisoners Aid (YMCA), 
Madison Avenue, New York 17* N. Y. I expect to be in New fork 
on Monday next. 

There is no reference in the book to an annual meeting 
of the Prayer Group of which you and he were members. I should 
be glad if you see any way to make a reference to that in your 
chapter. 

Enclosure 

I 
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under the auspices of the 

WORLD'S COMMITTEE of tl,e YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

October 9, I9I+5 

Dr* Robert E* Speer 
Rockledge 

Address Reply to 

Room 260 Library of Congress Annex 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Robert: 

I am tardy in acknowledging your letter of September 15 
and your prompt return of the galley-proof. 

Your letter touched upon two points which have caused me 
considerable concern. Regarding George’s service with the 
Canadian troops, I had expected to include some fairlv full state¬ 
ment. Naturally, I turned to Gerald Birks for this. "Birks wrote 
me at once about the matter and very strongly recommended that 
this should not be enlarged upon. According to his judgment, it 
was one of the cases where George did not seem to fit in well 
either with the individuals involved or with the type of work 
which was under way. As Birks was in charge of all that work 
and claimed to represent Canadian opinion, it seemed to me ad¬ 
visable to accept his judgment. 

Regarding Hutchins' chapter, I discussed last year with him 
the point of view you mention. Subsequently he did make at least 
a score of reductions, especially in the quotations. Even later 

last spring) X mot with him in N©w York to oneo*urstgo 6von f*ur — 
ther reductions. The changes after that were only minor ones. He 
had become firmly convinced of the merit of his point of view 
namely, that within the Y.M.C.A. the remarkable influence of the 
Commission on Message and Purpose was involved in any description 
or evaluation of George himself. Further, that George’s continu¬ 
ing influence in some quarters may well involve the continuing 
recognition of this Commission’s report. Well, it finally became 
a matter of acquiescence or leaving out this chapter. 

I hope this finds you and Mrs. Speer happv and well. Mrs. 
Porter.and I will continue for another year in helping the return- 
ing prisoners of war make their readjustments, especially to the 
colleges and^ schools where their studies during internment tray 
merit accreditation. We find many satisfactions in our life and 
associations in Washington and shall probably continue here for 
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Dr* Robert E. Speer -2- October 9, 19^-5 

at least the first years of my retirement. 

I was saddened to see in today’s Times of Dr. Cutler’s 
death although we had known of his being removed to the Brattleboro 
Hospital. 

Sincerely yours. 

David R. Porter 



John R. Mott, Chairman 

New York 
A. Koechlin, Vice Chairman 

Basie, Switzerland 
Tracy Strong, General Secretary 

New York 
Associate General Secretaries 

D. A. Davis, New York Henri Jonannot, Geneva 

under the auspices of the 

WORLD’S COMMITTEE of <l,e YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

October 22, 19^5 

Dr, Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 

Address Reply to 

Room 260 Library of Congress Annex 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear friend Robert; 

When I came to go over the page-proof of the book about 
George I found it possible to delete enough words in tny chanter 
to insert a somewhat ampler reference to George's service with 
the Canadian troops in World War 1. 

I have secured some financial help toward the publication, 
partly in the form of ''assurances to purchase". Because of this 
it is possible to bring down the price from $2.00 which the pub¬ 
lishers first proposed, to $1.50. Besides this, it is being 
arranged that any who buy five copies before November 15, or 
possibly November 30, may secure the $1.00 rate. You will note 
by my letter to Pay that my earnest hope is that he or someone 
else connected with the Board may give some real help in dis¬ 
tributing the volumes. 

I hope this finds you and Mrs. Speer well and happy. 

Sincerely yours 

David R. Porter 

Enclosure 
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October 22, 19^5 

; Ftoy Campbell 
008 Witherspoon Buildin« 
Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 

'ear iky? 

the lp8t EpI*lnS ooneernins 
eanoSiallv ti™ !P an? 7°®* associates in the Board? 

-T? ; ln.th® B*le of lhe 1-ife Work of George 
23. • 1 Ilr®t raised this question (mr letter of Mar 

'1!oo S at^ssS^fan88"^??®® «“!**•• d<*m to 
you wrote we "l^nm _ d.lo awaiting a talk with Ji Howard 
COTirE" It it S£+^EL»Van P1*?01®® to take a* least 100 
that tim r vL~ 1 ?£ .to 010 "hat price you had in mind at 
5-?L «“!* 1 h*!®* therefore, tended to assume that we could 
deliver to you 100 copies for which you wouM^ay at leas ST ?00. 

*>«»» -a15*!*??? ?£,th!.22#P interest of a nutiber of oorge's 
.. rlends, a slightly different situation now r •-istr r SL*,*. 

***** iB C0BPlete frankness. After'thinkln- and 
“u?? you will write mo Aether or not the abSve 

would^^1!?1^! ,c£an? °r ^ould he revised. If revised?^ **ope lu would be in such a way as to ivo the *a>oun of 
11 * mi° sponsoring th© total undertaking a somewhat nowa 
assured income rathe? than lessa lhe nrolfct 
erable venture of faith for a fiw of uS? J U ©onsid- 

. _ .,^e •filing Plan now is as follows: a. i.r,n win hr 
thlsbdate°wi-ht on ®®wabor 15 (possibly tttlj -.-ate might be extended a week or ten dp vs) h 
cation puromses in lots of five, or a numbe? whieK'if 

CBy be :eeured «t 1.00 per^oopy.'** AssoclatiOT^Press 
^ fSaresa!e.°ann0t be pP°te0tc<5 lf Publication Stases 

I an not familiar with the details of infers* «*,,<•<„ 
oionshlps but 1 suppose your publishing department oan’oRke1 
poet —pcub 11 cation purchases at a discount which win tr^n j»v__ 
cost to them for books to resell at wmcXt le^l th^n ? n£° 

prefer to leave the whole matter for your decision. 

'incorely yours. 

Kavid R. Porter 



WAR PRISONERS AID of the WORLD* S COMMITTEE of YMCAS 
260 Library of Congress Annex, Washington, D.C. 

Helping ex-POW secure credit for prison camp studies is an 

interesting continuation of our program of Books and Education 

while they were behind the barbed wire. An illustration Is the 

following from the New York Herald Tribune 23 Oct. *1+5 - D.R.P. 

"Princeton P. V/. Gets Degree 

Princeton, N.J. Oct. 22.— Nicholas D. Katzenbach, 
of 276 Nassau Street, Princeton, left Princeton 
University in his junior year in I9I+2 to enlist in 
the Army Air Forces. In February, 191+5? a lieutenant 
and B-25 navigator, his plane was shot down over the 
Mediterranean and he ms picked up by the enemy. 
Today he received a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Princeton. For his senior year credits he offered 
his prison reading, provided by the War Prisoners 
Aid of the Y.M.C.A. It included, during his fifteen 
months in a prison earrp, i+00 books, 13I+ od them text¬ 
books and on© the Bible, which he read through twice.” 



John R. Mott, Chairman 
New York 

A. Koechlin, Vice Chairman 
Basle, Switzerland 

Tracy Strong, General Secretary 
New York 

P orter -PokjJ /C 
/ 

Associate General Secretaries 
D. A. Davis, New York Henri Johannot, Geneva 

WAR PRISONERS’ AID of J,e YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
under the auspices of the 

WORLD’S COMMITTEE of tke YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 

November 9, 19!^ Address Reply to 

Room 260 Library of Congress Annex 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dr, Robert E, Speer 
Rockledge . 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Robert• 

Unless you have some better way please send back the 

enclosed. I want to send Professor Cairns a copy of The Life 

Work of George Irving. 

You may be interested in the enclosed which is a typ¬ 

ical case in my work with ex-prisoners of war and explains 

why Mrs. Porter and I are staying on here another year. At 

the end of that year we plan to retire. 

Sincerely yours, 

7'JdUhc^ p 
David R, Porter ^ 

Enclosures 

Educational Service with the cooperation of World Student Relief, the Bureau of International 

Education, and other members of the Consultative Committee in Geneva, Switzerland. 

War Prisoners' Aid is a participant in the National War Fund, Inc. 
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Florence, S. C., 
October 1, 194-6* 

Rev. Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Robert: 

There is a statement beginning, "The supreme 
and controlling aim of foreign missions is to make Christ 
known, etc." which I have quoted in missionary addresses 
but now wishing to use in a published article, I want to be 
sure of the exact wording. I have always in my mind 
attributed this fine statement to you as the author. 

I am sure you have it in mind and if you will 
send it to me I will be greatly obliged. 

Phil and Octavia told us of their happy visit 
with you and Mrs. Speer. 

With frequent and grateful remembrance. 

Affectionately yours, 



Dear Robert: 

Florence, S. c., 
Oct. 29, 1946, 

Thank you for your kind letter and 
the wording of that admirable definition of the 
aim of foreign missions.^I am thankful for it. 
I wish I had had it many"years ago and want to 
passion. I rejoice thatAyour bow abides in 
strength. 

Sver affectionately yours, 



P. FRANK PRICE 
(Home and forwarding address) 
113 S. McQueen, Florence, S. C. 

Address reply, if any to 

( THIS SIDE OF~CAR 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 
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Stirling City, Calif. 
Sept.21,1945. 

Dr. Samuel M. Zwemer, 
Princeton, N.J. 

Dear Dr. Zwemer:- 

In the "New Century Leader", for 
July, 1945, you quote lines credited to "White¬ 
head", on the Second Day of Creation. 

If I mistake not, you quoted these 
lines some years ago, perhaps in another article 
in the same puolicafcion. On that occasion my in¬ 
terest in the lines lea to inquiries of librarians 
for what I imagined were the further lines of the 
context. 1 secured a matter of exactly nothing, 
even from the California State Librarian. 

My interest being again tarousec, 
I now make bold to inquire directly of you, regard¬ 
ing the larger poem, if there be one. Can you 
direct me to the completer composition, or give 
me the complete poem? 

I shall be most grateful if you 
can do so. If there be more, like the sample re¬ 
garding the Second Day of Creation, it surely is 
something worth closer acquaintance. 

Thanking you for your response 
to t nis inquiry, I am, 

Yours most sincerely, 

(Rev.) GEORGE H. PROCTOR 



Pc'ujb} [/[/ll/ioy*. pn 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

WITHERSPOON BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA 7, PENNSYLVANIA 

REV. WILLIAM BARROW PUGH. D.D., LL.D., STATED CLERK 

October 19* 194o 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Ro ckledge 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I have your letter of October l6th, and I can 
well understand your feelings so far as the Presidency 
of the Board is concerned. However, I am not so sure 
that the Committee will be willing to accept your 
viewpoint. You know how hard-hearted some of the 
members are when it comes to any question of your re¬ 
signing as President of the Board. The very fact 
that your name stands at the head of the li3t of 
members is such a valuable asset to the Seminary that 
I know there are many members who are loath even to 
consider the possibility of your resignation. However, 
I shall keep you informed about the deliberations of 
the Committee. 

Most cordially yours, 

AjP 
William Barrow Pugh 

Stated Clerk 

-r r 

WBP: L 





The Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Company 

Newark, N. J. 

(1) 

Rh oJ •e C, £', 

Edward E.Rhodes 

Vice President 

June 9, 1944 

My dear Robert: 

At Christmastime Clara and I received a copy of your 
book, "five Minutes a Lay", with your inscription therein, 
and ever since I have been meaning to write to you. Be¬ 
cause of repeated absences from home on business matters 
and because of the incessant struggle to keep up with 
things when I have been home, none of which offer a suffi¬ 
cient excuse, I have been delayed in making this acknowledg¬ 
ment. May I say that we have found the book very helpful. 

If you have not seen it, you may be interested in a 
leaflet which very strongly condemns the Board of Pensions 
and I enclose a copy of it. The statements do not impress 
me as having been actuated by motives which are entirely 
sincere. It seems to me to have been written by a man 
with a"grouchT . I do not know how widely Lr. Gross’ state¬ 
ment has been disseminated but I am sorry to know that it 
has been broadcast at all. While I do not think the af¬ 
fairs of the Board of Pensions have been conducted upon 
the soundest lines, it does not seem to me that Dr. Gross 
is pursuing the right course. There are ways of disagree¬ 
ing without being rabid. 

With warmest regards, I am, as ever, 

Very sincerely 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 



THE PRESBYTERIAN PENSION TRAGEDY 
by John H. Gross 

May 1944 

Selected Facts 

Pension provisions have been drastically reduced, while at the same time pension 
dues requirements have been increased. 

Sustentation annuities have been lowered, in spite of the fact that the Board 
had previously announced that the Sustentation Department had been taken care 
o* in a financing way for all time. Men of the Church believe, and rightly so, 
that if the Board can deprive them of a part of their annuity in one year, ways 
may be found to Justify further cuts. 

Relief annuitants were for a time deprived of a part of even their pitifully 
low stipends. These fine men and women were thus filled with fear and apprehen¬ 
sion as to the future. This wrong was righted only under pressure from the 
Church. 

Members of the Pension and Sustentation Plans, who because of financial strin¬ 
gency find it necessary to delay payment of dues, are charged interest at the 
rate of 6 per cent a year• In contrast, ministers who leave money to accumulate 
with the Board looking toward an annuity, are credited with interest to build up 
the accumulation fund at the rate of only 1^ per cent per annum. 

Women employees have been given such treatment that two employment agencies in 
Philadelphia were reported as desiring to send no mqre girls to work for the 
Board. On the authority of a former officer„ around eighty changes were made 
in a force of possibly one hundred during the first three years of the present 
administration. 

The money of the Church (Other People’s Money) has been used extravagantly and 
wastefully. Salaries have been paid for which services were not accepted, and 
administrative expenses were increased tremendously when they should have been 
substantially reduced in the face of lessened receipts. 

Servants of the Board, both employees and officers, under attack from the General 
Secretary and his close associates, have been refused any hearing whatever either 
by the Board or by a disinterested committee of Board members. 

Persons outside the organization have been dealt with in such ways as to inlure 
the good name of the Church. J 

Members of the Board, in certain instances, seem to have found it definitely 
profitable, even in financial ways, to serve as directors without fee. 

rrofessional service in major matters, and involving very large outlays of mon- 

P'’ n££ b£en chosen the basis of association and political advantage to mem- 
oers o. the controlling group rather than on the ground of comparative accom- 

Essen+ial information has been withheld from the General Assembly and from the 
members of the Pension and Sustentation Plans, and in addition, misrepresenta¬ 
tions have been made at times as to the status of the Board, 
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A Significant Consideration 

I^W^UlCl be difficult* not impossible, to point to any single instance in 
which the present management of the Board has ever voluntarily righted a wrong. 

Background Material 

It was in 1936 that Dr. Reid S. Dickson was chosen Secretary of the Board of 
Pensions, although his tenure of office began technically only after retirement 
o the former General Secretary. Mr. A. H. Burnett, who was not a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, was elected Treasurer of the Board in February, 1936. 

The character of the new administrative leadership soon became apparent. The 
admosphere of the offices was charged with apprehension and a sense of insecur¬ 
ity. Conditions were oppressive. Attitudes of senior officers were tyrannical. 
Working conditions were indefensible. 

On occasion, leaders of the Board were approached in the hope that they would 
inform themselves of conditions and act toward their correction. But all pleas 
Tell upon deaf ears. It would be impossible for the members of the Board to es 
cape responsibility for the continuing grave injustices. 

The Dickson-Burnett combination was permitted to go its way for upwards of four 
helOTe ®ven th® first authoritative action was taken looking toward an im- 

p ®“®n n conditions. Then as a result of outside pressure, Mr. Burnett was 
permitted to resign, but Dr. Dickson, who had influential friends and apologists, 
continued his official leadership. 

. Harold C. Stott, of Philadelphia, was chosen to succeed Mr. Burnett in the 
Treasurership. He resigned his office early in 1943 to accept a position in 

e business world. His election to membership on the Board, effective as of 
April i, 1943, was not approved by the General Assembly. 

It has been announced recently that Dr. Dickson has been 
Secretary, although he is still actively associated with 
continues in the administrative and policy-making group. 
to the President", who is not a salaried officer and has 
duties. 

superseded as General 
the organization and 

He is now "Assistant 
no administrative 

Investigations 

°5 the Church chose an investigating committee from its own 
lt P flowing the Cleveland Assembly in 1939. That committee included 

q1 ™me? ^rB l0nfi time friends of officers and members of the Board of Pen- 

have been obse^ed!^8 ^ ^ Committee were not but some result. 

•xamlnlng committee was authorized by the Rochester Assembly in 1940. This 

presented S* * **** ^ 8erVed a SeCOnd yaar* A vo^nous report was 
presented the first year, one feature of which was a recommendation that the 
chief executive position with the Board should be given to a layman,— prefer- 
a ly an insurance man. This is Just another indication of the notion that once 
a man has accepted ordination, he becomes inferior in mental power and in prae- 

y*“ th* 00m”in« *•—** «• A-.-bl, a major- 
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*uthorl“'1 W the General AMembly leet year 
at, Detroit, has brought in no report as jet. 9 

or\*:*h:8 bnvbl! t0 P<’rp*tu,ta lte ">«“g®®«nt end pollel.. for a number 
of years now - at least seven - by reason of uncertainties and delava and invaa 

r?iii°n^thOU^deCl8lT# •ctlon* Meanwhile, an atmosphere of un^st wd die-' 
satisfaction continues throughout the Church. 

Human Relationships 

Miss F. Josephine Frame, a devoted member of the Church, had served the Board 26 
years. She is highly regarded. Her integrity was without flaw. She was within 

if" *!“ ;V“2?n T’ WaS COmPell®d resign as Assistant Treasurer 
and Assistant Recording Secretary because, to quote her own written words, "It 

P0®31^1® to J-0n«er endure the ungentlemanly and unchristian treat- 
i 'acco^ed m<J* Her resignation was acted upon Thursday. She was compelled 

Pr*sh^e < UTtay°i that 8ame week« Sh0 18 now in the service of the 
Presbyterian Ministers Fund for Life Insurance. 

hI’Js SP!nt 38 yearS in the service of the Presbyterian Church, 
net^ *771 i7 °n the «««♦ insistence of Dr. Dickson and Mr. Bur- 
that*h ^required to give up his work the next day after being notified 

Rnflrdh< c7t f ^ refused a hearing before disinterested members of the 
Board, or before the Board. He had been Assistant Treasurer for a number of 

them8* He^h ®oard refused *° investigate conditions he tried to point out to 

to w^at heTiA\rfthe*h°SBti0n today» doin« on a ®uch larger scale work similar 
the past^ did 1h ^ B°ard» but his confidence in the Church is a thing of 

J?TLMl,Prait WaS P°ssibly the oldest field worker in point of service 
i a ih?*.B°Srd#^ Ke "aS honorod and loved throughout his territory which in- 

a VB=r.s !r Y°rk- *“ “Uempt TOS made *> rid o?^im" glTl« him 
P™t.It? °otlce> ontbe ground" of economy, when he was nearly 60 years of^ge 
Protests from powerful sources held up his dismissal, but he knew that a wav 

m.itf S°“gh' *° "llmlnate dim. He was humiliated and bypassed in service assign 

7t tl.J TJTieniS beU'Te that hls suddan death, "hioh came in”he mld«8 
which he Uved! S’ W8S br0U6ht 8bOUt in Part by tha «-ry aad a*raln -de? 

°f Laymen’s Committee, who had contributed at least $60,000 toward 
xpenses of the $15,000,000 Pension Fund, found it necessary to secure a 

?frhl?8mi??“t?nr»I?e Brd- Hl3 treatment by Board representatives in the days 
facts? mlSf0rtune "as a disgrace to the Church. There are some who know the 

* ?™??us°ifnd?????«1? woa,e‘\ worltars could g^s testimony that the Board has shown 
lievable If » 1° IlT”1 Talues> has been responsible for an almost unbe- 
1 tv to tho? °f.trai“d hm,lfln Mterlal, and has become a symbol of insecur¬ 
ity to those who had given their lives to its service. 
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Investment Facts 

The bonds and stocks owned by the Board on July 30, 1938 - the date of the last 
report which I was permitted to present - would have been worth on March 31, 
1944, upwards of $3,500,000 more than their original cost. This figure takes 
into account all accumulated gains and losses since the establishment of the 
Pension Plan in 1927. 

Income return on the portfolio of securities would have averaged around 5 per 
cent during all the years since 1938. The rate of return for last year, and 
the estimated return for the current year are definitely higher. 

The railroad bonds which were held in 1938 were bitterly criticized as sure to 
involve the Board in heavy loss. Those bonds are now worth upwards of a mil¬ 
lion dollars more than their cost. and they would be providing income in excess 
of 5 per cent. 

Certain defaulted railroad bonds were sold by the present management for not 
more than $500,000. Their quoted values on March 31st last exceeded $1,400,000. 
They had been purchased for $790,000 as representing outstarkling value - an 
opinion which has been more than justified. Their average income has been 
around 5 per cent per annum during the last six years. 

The above investment statements pertain to a fund that would have been un¬ 
changed since July 30, 1938, save for calls and maturities. No advantage what¬ 
ever would have been taken of the opportunities for wise management through 
changes in the list which these remarkable years since have afforded. 

The total income from the above security list, allowing for a reasonable rein¬ 
vestment of called bonds, would have been last year upwards of $300,000 more 
than has probably been received from the same sum as currently invested by the 
Pension Board. 

Whatever ideas may be held as to the makeup of a security list, there is some¬ 
thing to say for an investment philosophy which over a period of almost two de¬ 
cades, including the depression which began in 1929 and the recession of 1938, 
could show such results. Time has handed in its verdict on the practices end 
policies of that period, to which some of the finest investment minds the world 
has ever known had contributed. 

The Board in recent years has sacrificed securities at prices far below any rea¬ 
sonable value, and without any slightest necessity. In this time of world-wide 
unsettlement, holdings of corporation stocks have been increased by around 73 
per cent. Overpriced corporate bonds have been added to the portfolio in the 
interest of a theoretical "conservatism". Large scale purchases have been made, 
for what is called the "security of principal" part of the fund, in bonds which 
have shown price instability. 

The present investment program of the Board has contributed in large measure to 
the recent invasions of pension and sustentation rights. It has cost participa¬ 
ting members millions of dollars in loss of principal, and deprived them to date 
of income amounting to possibly two million dollars. The picture is not reassur¬ 
ing to the Ministers of the Church. 
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October 30, 1945 

Dr. Robert 
Lakeville, 

E. Speer, 
Conn. 

Dear Doctor Speer: 

The enclosed circular speaks for itself. I am sending 
it to you that you may know that Uncle George's friends are 
interested in keeping his name and music before the peooie 
with whom he lived and worshipped for so many years. 

Our hope is to widen the scope of our appeal for help 
in securing the necessary funds. In fact already we have had 

o few xHft.ci toward it. Mr. Stebbms often 
f^lHou ant JohnY Mott as among his choice friends of 

the later period of his life. 

One of the reasons I have been led to have this memorial 

Y ^t^rttvththly^poSro? ?teftt"ttiwfrmdntrhis hymns 
statiSI thtt the music meant nothing without the words hut we 
know the words might not have seen the light of day if he had 
nnt :iven them wings with his lovely music. It is our plan wnen 
,, v 1]c, pr-p installed to onen each daily musical with one of 
his h^l. ttus taring that his name and music will he kept 

before us in the long years yet to be. 

t ^ -mw 4.n -hn-rden vou but I know you must be inter- 
I do not like ^.^den you +hink of any wev to help the 

ested in what we are doing, if you tnim 01 a.ny 

cause we will greatly appreciate it. 

With all good wishes and appreciation for your excellent 

career, lam 

Faithfully yours, 
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THE DEDICATED MINUT 

derives from a conversa¬ 
tion in the mountains 
round about Jerusalem. 
The idea was in the 
mind of a British Officer 
who was killed in 
action in December 
1917. Before he died 
he talked over his idea 
with a brother officer 
who just before the 
Day of National Prayer 
in May 1940 began to 
spread the Observance 
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lihX/Hy /COt^K^vM-oX^o5J2-^ 

^ /(jl\jgst\^- £>W ijT^cCcyy^^ +> ^r 

fXS "7^“ s^jJfLp J~&/ Q_AyJ~<$*Jy*~s ~tf~txy>~^^ f^4A/1r 
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y^- ^txyL^ ^ #jZ MC&<y^'^L AvC- /up '~nj/l< fls i^<XxL/ /^/^-’ 

/i-d-rXAAyl-^clJj Ajy^, ^o^o/O^ sbAXstsl/ 'Cv^di^j JL<Xxj AJTb A^K-^/i', 

/(o^y 'v/i«^aMs <yiyj\> djL-aji, ^^A^A^dbt V^vy 'y>\AAjc&. 



LMt* 1 

iif 

iftSpr 
Ju| J1, 

Mil 
wnww1 

Ifff 

THE BIG BEN SILENT MINUTE OBSERVANCE 

EVERY EVENING WHEN BIG BEN STRIKES NINE 

^ ^)UK/ 

-t!wv _ Sjx^Ar Zt d&w €otr&sv&vj 

■ kcpts^x . Ui, v tr-yo^ u*Lt& rt~ 

/YYjuu^ AC&4YL 

*7 . %2^<y 
\ 

W ^ P^Crx^Ji 

M' t^. 

Aag^s feiy^. a^6<x^. 

r tuuJ 

°>^u1r 

PS 

THE DEDICATED MINUTE 

When Big Ben Strikes 
Nine Each Evening. 
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A time for 

Remembrance, 
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Dean and Registrar 
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July 1, 1947 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

It is always a joy to be with you, and I was especially 
glad for your presence and your messages last week. You 
were a mighty help to all of us toward being better ministers 
of Jesus Christ. 

I only wish that our students could hear you some time 
during the winter. 

I trust you will have a good summer and that I may see 
you again before too long. 

Ever faithfully yours, 

Henry A. Riddle 

HAR:rt 
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Central Presbyterian Church 

UNION STREET AND VERSAILLES AVENUE 

McKeesport, pa. 

EDMOND E. ROBB, D. D.f MINISTER 

1511 CARNEGIE AVENUE 

TELEPHONES 

Church Office - 20336 

House - 20816 

December IS, 19^6 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, Connecticut. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

The Minister and Elders of the Central 
Presbyterian Church of McKeesport, desire to 
express to you our very deep and sincere 
appreciation of your preaching mission in 
our church and community. 

For a long time we looked foreward to your 
coming, and now for a long time our people will 
remember you and your helpful messages. 

Many of our young people have spoken their 
appreciation of your talk at the chapel service 
of the High School on "Stewardship”. Several times 
they have referred to it in their Christian Endeavor 
services. 

Thank you for coming to us, and our prayers will 
go with you as you go to other parts of tne church 
with the message of the risen Lord and the living 
Christ. May God bless you always. 

Yours very sincerely, 
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May £2,1945 

D^ar friend Robert E. Speer: 

I am just recovering from an illness that has 
lasted from the death of my wife, until a week or so ago. 

Your letter of sympathy and appreciation is among 
those I prize most that came my way after the death of 
my wife. 

I am inclosing some of th° tributes of appreciation 
of Margaret Dr^ier Robins. 

Your Christian leadership has quickened the hearts 
of more students in the colleges and universities of our 
country than possibly anyoth°r Christian leader. 

With abiding regards and every good wish to you 
and yours 

Mr. Robert ^. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Sincerely and cordially yours,,') v. 

Raymond Robins 

RR/r 



October 25, 1945 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, 
Conn. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I have Just received word from my office at 
Winona Lake that they are holding there a package con¬ 
taining a book for me, with your label on the package. 

I do want to thank you.for sending this to me, 
and I am sure I can get some really useful material 
from it. 

We are over here in a week's meeting with Dr. 
Ted Williams, of the First Baptist Church in Richmond. 

A letter from Dr. Sweets today expresses satis¬ 
faction with the united effort of the Presbyterians in 
Louisville. I was sorry that other matters crowded 
in upon me so that I could not remain throughout the 
meeting, but Dr. Sweets said they had a fine time with 
Foster Jones, and that is very gratifying to me after 
having suggested him to the committee. He has filled 
in for meat various times, and always has done a fine 
piece of work. 

It was a great Joy to fellowship with you and 
Mrs. Speer in Louisville, and with this letter go my 
earnest prayers that you both may continue your labors 
in His vineyard for many years to come. 





SALEM ACADEMY AND COLLEGE 

WINSTON-SALEM 2 

FOUNDED 1772 

NORTH CAROLINA 

HOWARD E. RONDTHALER 

July 11, 
19 4 4 

PRESIDENT 

Mr. Robert Speer 
150 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

My dear Mr. Speer: 

At the request of my son, Theodore Rondthaler, Clemmons, North 
Carolina, a teaoher and principal of a Consolidated school, I am 
writing to ask you for information concerning the Mt. Hermon 
School, -which interests his son as a possible place to receive 
such instruction as will finally prepare him for college entrance. 

Of course, I remember Mt. Hermon School in its earlier days through 
the Northfield associations and I am writing to ask whether the 
school maintains adequate academic standards, whether its faculty 
is entirely composed of veteran survivors or has an admixture of 
younger men and in general, what the academic and spiritual 
appraisement of the school is in these present and difficult days. 

I realize that this is a large order to impose upon you suddenly, 
but of course, it will be confidential and also I hope you will not 
consider it necessary to give an exceeding elaborate analysis. 

Brought up as we are in the Moravian traditions we desire reasonable 
care in the further schooling of this grandson and we are fully aware 
that in less than two years he will probably be in military service. 

Your guidance will be both a matter of great value to us and also a 
sincere experience in co-operation. 

I still remember the thrilling inspiration of entering the place of 
worship at Northfield, I think in the year 1892 when I was a junior 
at the University of North Carolina, and had the great good fortune 
to reach Northfield for the first time in my life one mid—afternoon 
just at the moment when Dwight Moody was laying his hands of blessing 
upon two young men who, as I remember, were kneeling on the platiorm 
and they were Robert Speer and John R. Mott. 

Yours very sincerely. 

HERjBN Howard E. Rondthaler 
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CABLE ADDRESS “INCULCATE. NEW YORK* 

f^ulav^d Lloyd S. 
TELEPHONE WATKINS 0-2000 

The Board of Foreign Missions 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

156 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK 10. N. Y. 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY 

November 27, 1945 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

On behalf of the Board, and especially of all of 
the missionaries in attendance at the Group A. Conference, 
I wish once more to thank you most heartily for your con¬ 
tribution to the program. Your presence at the Conference 
was a joy and blessing to all of us, and your address was 
a mountain-top experience for everyone in attendance. 

We deeply appreciate your generous help. 

Very sincerely yours. 

Lloyd S. Ruland 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

LSR:BG 
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March 26, 1946 

This brief note Is sent you with the approval of Dr. 
Strong. He especially desired you to be Included. 

I am writing on my return to Tucson, having been with 
Dr. Strong and Elizabeth these past 24 hours. This afternoon 
at four o'clock a Blmple service was held at 1606 Culutra Ave., 
Colorado Springs. Mrs. Strong passed away on Friday afternoon 
at five o'clock, and it was her desire that her body be cre¬ 
mated. Dr. Strong very thoughtfully expressed the wish that 
I be with him and by good fortune the trip was made possible 
by air. Yesterday we renewed the friendship of past years and 
Monday afternoon we met as a family, with a le* close friends, 
to renew our faith, as we lovingly remembered Mother Strong. 
It was truly a memorial service. Her ashes had been placed in 
a simple, yet exquisite bronze urn, which was surrounded with 
colorful spring flowers. How naturally Dr. Strong took his 
place at the piano and played a number of familiar hymns, 
especially those dear to the family. There ter® selections of 
Scripture and the l?lst Psalm never seemed sore appropriate es 
we looked out upon the mountsins bathed in the light cl & 
setting sun. Some prayers were taken from the Eook of Common 
T/orshlp of" the Church of Scotland, and we united in repeating 
together the words of the Lord's Prayer. I question if ever 
I have participated in a more meaningful service and am most 
grateful for the privilege of having a humble part in it. 

Dr. Strong continues his same sweetness of spirit, 
so characteristic of him. He admits that perplexing questions 
lie ahead, but there is not the slightest indication of defeat. 

Elisabeth has been a constant and moot valued atten¬ 
dant upon her mother, but has retained the sparkle of her 
youth and is a tower of strength to her father. Dick ano ann 
have matured greatly in recent years. It was a joy to have 
Eob Cowles present. 

On Wednesday Dr. Strong and Elizabeth will leave for a 
brief change and later on Dr. Strong plans to motor East in easy 
fashion and meet family and friends. 

I wish three persons in particular might have been 
present at the service. Naturally there is Emily and then 1 
thought of Carl Sewell end some way or other the memory of Dion 
Kennedy kept coming to mind. Both Dr. and Mrs. Strong have 
been so devoted to Dion. 



Wires and letters have indicated the real and lasting 
friendships of life and I know you all will hear personally 
from Dr, Strong* Do keep him in your thoughts and prayers, 
de is a greet soul and has teen s stalwart friend to all of us. 
His love and mine go out to you. 

Always sincerely, 

155.4 ko 
Hobart M. Russell 
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JOSEPH F. RYTER 
AT LARGE 

CONNECTICUT 

Jtouse of &epregentattto£3 

SHagfnngtcm, 

February 21, 1946 

Mr. Robert E. Spar 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Spar: 

X acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of February 18, 1946. 

I am quite sur e that you will agree 
with me that there is much more data not presented and 
presently unaccountable for study which is vitally neces¬ 
sary in order to reach an intelligent decision on the 
proposed loan to Great Britain. 

There is so much controversy concerning 
both the purposes and the merits of the proposal that 
any decision either for or against the measure might be 
regretted after a thorough and detailed study. 

Joseph F. Ryter, M. C. 
JFR/w 



COMMITTEE: 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

JOSEPH F. RYTER 
AT LARGE 

CONNECTICUT 

Congress of flje State!) States 
tousle of &epresientattoeg 

aSHatffjmgton, 30. C. 

February 13, 1946 

Mr. Robert S. Spar 
Rockledge 
Lakeville, Connecticut 

Dear lir . Spar : 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of February 7, 1946 expressing your approval of the 
proposed loan to Great Britain. 

views. 
I thank you for your expression of 

Vvw *•*» <L /'l^h <^=?v~Vv- /^r^v' ^ "W 
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JOSEPH E. TALBOT 

Fifth District 

CONNECTICUT 

Congress of tl)t ®niteb ^>tatejs> 
House of $XepreSentatibeS 

(Elasfjmgton, 29. C. 

COMMITTEE: 

JUDICIARY 

February 12, 19U6. 

Mr, Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Connecticut. 

Dear Mr, Speer: 

Thank you very much for your letter 
of February 7, urging my support of the proposed 
loan to Great Britain. 

I assure you that it is my intention 
to study this proposal and shall give it my full 

c onsideration. 

opinion. 

Thank you for your expression of 

Yours very truly. 
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JOSEPH E. TALBOT 

Fifth District 

CONNECTICUT 

Congress of tfjt fHmteb States 

^ouse of Hepresentatibes 

(ilasJjtnston, 5®. C. 

COMMITTEE: 

JUDICIARY 

February 20, 19^6. 

Mr, Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, C onnecticut. 

Dear Mr* Speer: 

Thank you for your letter of February llu 

The problem of the British loan ma3r have come be¬ 
fore the people of this nation but it has not come before the 
Congress of the United States. In fact, the Congress hasn’t 
even started Committee hearings on the measure. If we Members 
of Congress had made up our minds how we were going to vote on 
the thing, would there be any sense in having hearings or con¬ 
ducting debate on the floor of the House. Most of the people 
of America have taken their facts from the daily newspapers and 
their conclusions from personal reactions. I prefer the tried 
and tested American method of expert testimony at Committee 
hearings and open debate on the floor of the House. If you feel 
that this is wrong I certainly hope that you will let me know. 

I would like to tell you also that a bill, when it 
is amended and presented to a vote is very often altogether dif¬ 
ferent from the same bill which was introduced some time before. 
Very often even its essential nature has been changed. 

I am receiving up to two hundred letters a day from 
constituents in the Fifth District in Connecticut. Most of these 
people realize that it is a physical impossibility for me to carry 
on a long winded correspondence with each and every one of them 
concerning the merits of every piece of legislation that they dis¬ 
cuss. However, I do find time to read every last one of them and 
the opinions of my constituents constitutes the major influence 
in the determination of my vote in Congress. I have always tried 
to operate that way. On all measures however, there are important 
factors which do not come to the public attention through the news- 
papers until the time of the Committee hearings. If it were other¬ 
wise we could stay in Connecticut and send in our votes by mail. 
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Mr. Robert E. Speer. February 20, 19h&* 

I am sure that as an open minded and intelligent 
American you will realize the logic of this reasoning. 

My very best wishes. 

airs very truly. 

£. 
Joseph E. Talbot. 


